





school News

Tuition Trifect—Winners for Monday, January 2nd
were:
$100—Pat Kubicek
$75—Jason Keller
$50—Valerie Saunders

Nick Colionne Concert—Nick Colionne who has been
known to St. Laurence students and parents for his
leadership and involvement with our annual “Passion
Play” will be performing on Sunday, February 19th at
3:00 p.m. at the Schaumburg Prairie Arts Center
along with special guest Lisa McClowry. Usually his
shows have been either downtown Chicago or on the
south side of the city, but in February he will be
performing in nearby Schaumburg. He would like to take
this opportunity to offer tickets to St. Laurence students,
parents and parishioners at a discounted rate of 15% off
the regular ticket price. For tickets call 312 725-0740 and
mention “Tigers 15”7 to receive your discount. Nick
Colionne is known for his dynamic, musically eclectic
“live” performances that include a combination of jazz,
funk, R&B, blues and soul. Nick is frequently referred to
as “the best dressed man in jazz”.

> 108§) Box Tops for Education—Please continue to
‘M| save your Box Tops for Education. They are

found on hundreds of your favorite products
including Cheerios, Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, Ziploc and
more. Just look for the little “Box Top” logo, cut it out
and place them in the Box Top box in back of church.
They are on lots of items, not just food.

Thanks for your help!

DONUT SUNDAY—We will NOT be

having “Donut Sunday” this month. We will &
be back again on Sunday, February 12th after

the 7:15, 8:45 and 10:15 a.m. Masses.

We hope to see you there!

Thank you for your generosity for the
Christmas collection. A total of $19,577.00
was donated. We truly appreciate your
continued support of St. Laurence Parish in
these difficult financial times.

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT THIS MEANS?
There is an ancient custom
among Christians of a house
blessing on Epiphany,
recalling the visit of the Magi. The initials of the
traditional names of the Magi, Caspar, Melchior and
Balthasar, are inscribed and connected by crosses, with
white chalk on the inside door frame. The numerals of the
current year serve as bookends: 20+C+M+B+12. In the
old Roman ritual, there is even a special blessing for the

chalk used.

£ 20+C+M+B+12 -

)

FIRST RECONCILIATION
r W\ PARENT MEETING
P‘ We will be having a parent’s meeting for all
‘ é‘ (3 U children who will be receiving First
-& .Reconciliation this class year. The meeting

will be held on Wednesday, January 11,
2012 at 6:30 p.m. At least one parent must attend the
meeting.

Ministers of Compassion—Needed—Did you know that
the Elgin Catholic churches take turns bringing
Communion to the patients in Sherman Hospital each
week? St. Laurence’s day is Friday. We are in need of
additional people to do this. All training is provided.
This is a very rewarding ministry and it really means a lot
to the patients who are confined to Sherman Hospital.
Please call the parish office for more information.

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Psalm 72

Catholic Bible Study Offered

This winter the Fox Valley Catholic Bible Study for
Women, sponsored by five area Catholic parishes, will
study Praying the Scriptures. Sessions will be held from
February 1, 2012 to March 14, 2012 on Wednesdays, 9:15
-11:00 a.m. at Resurrection Catholic Community,
30W350 Army Trail Road (NW corner of Route 59 and
Army Trail), Wayne, IL beginning with Mass on
Wednesday, February 1, at 9:15 a.m. Pre-register for child
care. Adult fee is $30, plus $10 per child for entire
session. There is no charge for infants, who remain with
their mother in a special group. Please register by calling
Ann Reilly at 630 879-0489.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

If you need a statement of your contributions made to
St. Laurence Church, please send us an e-mail at
StLaurenceChurch@att.net or call the parish office at 847
468-6900. We will put you on our list. Statements will be
sent towards the end of January, after we receive the
information from the Diocese. Please make sure to give
us your envelope number when you call or email.




We Pray for Our Military

AIR FORCE: Staff Sgt. Eric Charckon, Major Victoria
Cramer, Major Andrew Sedivy, MD ARMY: SPC
Jennifer Clough, PFC Daniel J. Duffy, 1st. Sgt. Eric Case,
2nd Lt. Thomas Martin, Pvt. Thomas W. Uzitas,
MARINES: Cpl. Jared Bultinck, Maj. Michael Volmer,
NAVY: Seaman Apprentice Terrance M. Alexander,
Seaman Recruit Timothy M. Alexander, Corpsman Nick
Toufexis. May God protect them and return them safely
to their families

A Morning of Prayerful Remembrance & Intercession
Saturday, January 14, 2012, 9:30 am.—12:30 p.m. at
Cathedral of St. Peter, 1243 North Church Street,
Rockford. As we prepare to observe the 39th anniversary
of Roe v. Wade, we will gather to pray on behalf of our
entire nation, seeking forgiveness and healing in God’s
merciful love. The morning will include Mass,
Eucharistic ~Adoration and the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Sponsored by the Diocese of Rockford
Respect Life Office. For more information email
Ichristianson@rockforddiocese.org. or call the Respect
Life Office at 815 399-4300.

Divorce Healing Ministry

True or False—Divorced Catholics are
excommunicated from the Catholic Church? FALSE.
Divorced Catholics CAN receive the Sacraments?
TRUE!! There are few families who have not been
touched by divorce. We encourage you to share this
information with family and friends that might benefit.
Participants do not need to be registered parishioners.
Participants do not need to be active Catholics.

The Divorce Healing Ministry 12 week series will
begin on Tuesday, February 7th through April 24th at
St. Catherine of Siena Church, 845 W. Main St., Dundee
IL. Sessions are from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Registration fee is
$40. Childcare is available. To register or for more
information contact Sharon Hall at (847) 888-1682 or
shall@stthomasmorechurch.org.

PROMISE FULFILLED

Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land
shall be restored to their possession, they shall rejoice to
see their people return from the bondage of exile, and
they shall be a light to the nations. In other words,
through the people of Israel, the Savior shall come to all
people who seek God with a sincere heart. This brings joy
and the radiance of God’s glory to all the world and to all
people everywhere. Through the fidelity of the people of
God, and through God’s fidelity to them, all people shall
become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment of
God’s promise to Israel. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

St. Edward Central Catholic High School invites
you to an Open House on Sunday, January 29, 2012
from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. The Open House at St. Edward
is a great way to get a feel for life at this college
preparatory school. Student-Guided tours will be given
throughout the afternoon, and visitors will have the
opportunity to talk with faculty, current students, coaches,
and moderators of extra-curricular programs.

Registration for the 2012-13 school year is ongoing. To
obtain registration forms, schedule a shadow day, or for
more information, please contact the Office of the
Registrar at 847 741-7536 ext. 113, via email at
acholewa@stedhs.org or visit the school’s website at
www.stedhs.org.

GRIEF SHARE: This group is designed to
provide emotional support and guidance
after the death of a loved one. This program
is held at Provena St. Joseph Hospital in
Elgin on the third Thursday of the month at
7:00 p.m. No registration is required. @ For more
information please call 847 695-3200 ext. 5767.

grant in your mercy

that we, who know you already by faith,

may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime
glory.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

O God, who on this day

revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star,

Reflection question:
What can I do this week to come to know God better?

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Open Door Clinic Collection—This organization
ministers to people and families with HIV. They have a
great need for toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, shampoo,
toilet paper, laundry soap, socks, breakfast cereals and
non-perishable food items. Also needed are hats, gloves
and warm blankets. There is a box in the back of church.
This month the dates are January 28 / 29.

PILGRIMAGE TO ALASKA—AUGUST 3-17, 2012
Fr. David Peck, Pilgrimage Director for the Diocese of
Rockford, IL will be leading a pilgrimage to Alaska.
Included is a five night land tour, rail service to board a
cruise ship and a two day post cruise stay in Vancouver.
Daily Mass will be offered. Please call Cindy Nicolosi at
815 633-2200 with questions.



The class schedule is as follows:
K-8th Grade—Qur next class will
be on Wednesday, January 11,
2012 from 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. The = -
remaining January dates are the 18th and 25th

Preschool—THIS Sunday, January 8, 2012 during the
8:45 a.m. Mass. Parents please bring your children to the
Kindergarten classroom before Mass begins.

Confirmation—THIS Sunday, January 8, 2012.
Students are to attend the 8:45 a.m. Mass and sit together
as a group. Class will immediately follow and will be
dismissed at 11:00 a.m.

Religious

Educ‘ation

A Day for the Divorced—Author and Speaker, Rose
Sweet (Healing the Divorced Heart) will speak on
DIVORCE with humor and heart, to help you heal yours!
Sunday, February 19, 2012 at Holy Family Parish
Center, 4401 Highcrest Rd., Rockford, IL 61107.

9:15 am.-3:30 p.m. (registration: 8:30-9:15 a.m.)
Continental breakfast, Mass, lunch, and handouts are
included. Cost is $20 per person. To register: Online at
www.familylife.dpsrfd.org or call The Office of Family
Life, 815 399-4300.

WORD OF LIFE—A society is truly human when
without reservations it protects and respects the dignity of
every person from conception until the moment of his or
her natural death. However, should it decide to “get rid”
of its members in the greatest need of protection, ...it
would be behaving in a profoundly inhuman and also
distorted manner with regard to the equality—obvious to
every person of good will—of the dignity of all people, in

all the stages of life.

~Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Hon. Reinhard Schweppe,
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of German to the Holy See,
November 7, 2011

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Before long, people will be throwing Mardi Gras
beads in the streets of New Orleans—purple, gold, and
green. A few will be in on the secret: the colors of the
beads are derived from the gifts of the magi. Gold for
wealth, purple for power, green for good health. The gifts
are also a key to the identity of the Christ Child: the
incense for God; the gold for a king; the myrrh, fragrant
burial ointment for one who comes to die.

Centuries ago, today’s feast bore the heavy burden of
celebrating all the manifestations of Christ’s identity: the
birth of Jesus, the coming of the magi, the baptism of the
Lord, the wedding feast at Cana. It was too much for one
day. Fortunately the one day has blossomed into a whole
season of grateful celebration, stretching behind us into
Advent, and ahead of us into the Baptism of the Lord and
to Christ’s coming again in glory. Tonight, be sure to
light the Christmas lights, and gather at the créche for a
favorite carol and a prayer. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

We encourage our parishioners to support the businesses
using our bulletin. Let them know that you saw their ad
in our bulletin. This week we highlight:

MR. FIXX IT
Jim Moore
Elgin, IL 60123
847 606-8510

rogueexpress@hotmail.com

Altar Ministry for the Weekend of January 14/ 15

Mass Time Lector Altar Server Eucharistic Minister
4:00 p.m. Kay Gotter Samantha Bonafede, Sandy Litts, Barb Miller,
Taylor Cumpata Vickie Muno, Greg Soohov
7:15 a.m. Joseph Rea Brietta Driskill, Vicky Giuliano,
Daniel Horist Helga Horist, Seena Woleben
8:45 a.m. Joyanne Fabsits Katherine Bucaro, Natalie Koessl, Mary Loechner,
Jackie Corcoran Olivia Loechner, Bob Plazewski
10:15 a.m. John Muchmore Tess Bucholc, Mike & Sandi Shannon,
Alex Doruelo Joann & Larry Smith




